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GENDER EQUALITY 

Statement by Member for Southern River 

MR T.J. HEALY (Southern River) [12.54 pm]: I acknowledge the student councillors of Southern River College 
in the gallery today; Pat Morris, Gosnells’ first female mayor; and head girl, Taylah Drazic, who has written this 
poem, calling for equality and representation. The poem states — 

Our Voice 
I want to be heard 
To be acknowledged 
But cast in your shadow, 
I am dominated. 
Controlled 
Abused 
Protests 
Riots 
Strikes 
and many other Fights 
were bravely fought 
for the fairness we now have. 
Fairness 
In 1899 we were humbly granted 
the right to vote. 
But it is not Equality 
Fights have been fought 
by those that walked before. 
Great women like 
Edith Cowan, 
Blackburn and Wake 
All paved a way, 
But are overshadowed 
by their male counterparts 
Their struggles bettered our laws 
Our country 
Our people 
They realised we are all equal 
that we deserve a choice and a voice 
Their fights for new laws, 
rights and opportunities 
have shaped our very lives 
and worked for what we deserve. 
But that wasn’t enough. 
We still need more. 
We need to stand on equal ground. 
To have a voice just as loud. 
We need to continue their fight. 
If it takes more Debates, 
Protests 
and Riots 
to continue their legacy, 
We will raise our voice 
And develop our stand. 
Your Democracy 
supposed Equality, 
you claim it is here 
but you do not hear our voice. 
Only in stoking our cry, 
we will make strides in their footsteps. 
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Taylah, I agree that women and men should be represented equally and that we need more female members of 
Parliament. We will be a better Parliament if we actually represent the 50–50 gender balance of our community. 
I am proud that of the Labor government members in this chamber, 18 of the 40 MPs—45 per cent—are female. 
I quote former member Sheila McHale, “It is not good enough.” We can and will do better. Taylah, we will fight 
alongside you. 
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